The Junction 1 (J1) Area

The ‘Junction 1 Area’ (‘J1 Area’) is a distinct piece of land, open to the public, at which all four of the  Forestry Commission sites at Bidston Moss come close together.  Please note that this account is not referring to the actual motorway junction roundabout nor its central island  – traffic may come off the motorway at high speed and the central island would be a dangerous place to visit.

The J1 Area consists mostly of a level stony area beneath the viaducts which bear the carriageways of the A5139 road (running from the J1 roundabout, past the end of Wallasey Bridge Road, onwards down the line of the Wirral docks), and of the A59 road (continuing the line of the M53 motorway onwards to a tunnel under the Mersey to Liverpool).  It is crossed by a hard-surfaced track which is a public footpath and cycleway (it forms part of National Cycle Route 56).  The flooring of the Area accommodates a number of substantial concrete pillars (bearing the viaducts), and some other service structures including a pylon for a high-voltage electric power line. 

The plan shape of the Area is approximately an elongated rectangle, with the longer axis running in the direction of the overhead roads : West-South-West to East-North-East.  The long face on the North-North-West side is unfenced and overlooks a steep descent to an old riverbed, densely grown with reeds and forbiddingly impassable; the land on the opposite bank of the riverbed rises higher and is part of the Cross Lane site.  The remaining three sides of the J1 Area are enclosed by high-security metal fencing, with gates or openings listed here below :

Footbridge :  One of the three legs of the footbridge from the Bidston Moss ‘Main’ site descends onto the J1 Area to a ‘T’ junction where it meets the public footpath/cycleway leading left or right (see below).  Before taking either turn, immediately ahead there is a low-lying very wet piece of land, belonging to Wirral Borough Council; this area is rich in wildlife, to be described elsewhere on this website. This land extends back as a long slanted strip of wet/submerged woodland. At the up-slope end of the strip there is the rear of a visually prominent long white and orange building which is a retail unit run by the hardware and building retailer B&Q.  

If on descending from the Footbridge one turns left at the ‘T’ junction, the public footpath/cycleway can be followed running out of the J1 Area onto a hard-surfaced section running for about 600m beside a railway embankment.  At the end of this path there is access to Bidston Station (via a footbridge over the Birket followed by another (raised) footbridge), and access to the  Bidston Moss Local Nature Reserve.  

Alternatively, descending from the Footbridge and turning right at the ‘T’ junction, the public footpath/cycleway  runs across the South corner of the J1 Area, ascending slightly and coming close to the B&Q building.   Here, a narrow stony side path to the left leads to a small but deliberately-provided gap in a metal fence and into the corner of a large car park which serves B&Q and other retail units.  This car park is known locally as the ‘B&Q Car Park’.  Access through the gap into the Car Park is not a public right of way but is provided as a result of negotiation with the car-park management firm (you can read more about parking  possibilities elsewhere in this website).  The vehicles entrance to the Car Park is at the far opposite corner, from the A554 dual carriageway ‘Bidston Link’ Road.  Almost directly across the dual carriageway, opposite the vehicles entrance to the Car Park, there is the entrance to a  side road giving immediate access to the Bidston Moss Local Nature Reserve.  

Services within the B&Q Car Park :  Within the Car Park, in addition to services within the large stores there are outdoor stalls selling hot drinks and  snacks and, in season,  ice-creams.  Also, of particular significance for cyclists, there is a branch of the retail cycling store ‘Halfords’; this branch is open to 8pm on weekdays, 6pm Saturdays, 5pm Sundays, and sell items including cyclists’ tools, accessories and clothing, and they are willing to help with repairs.  

Causeway to Cross Lane site :  Continuing (North-West) across the J1 Area, along the visible path of the public footpath/cycleway.  On the left it is possible to see a set of gates which provide access from the J1 roundabout for works vehicles; these gates are normally kept locked.  Straight on, the path reaches and continues over a metal causeway crossing  the old river bed, and onto an uphill track within the Cross Lane Site.

Locating the Golf Club ‘Piece’ :  If, instead of crossing the metal causeway into the main part of the Cross Lane site, one bears to the left, there is a narrow hard-surfaced path which leads one round the top of the curving embankment of the old river bed.  The path continues, running between the old riverbed and the edge of the busy A554 dual carriageway (from which it is set back several meters), passing a nearby small wind farm, and eventually ending in a dead end.  Just a little way back from the end point there is a position at which the riverbed turns 90 degrees and the small stream in its bed is conducted through a pipe across under the main road .  On the opposite side of the Road the riverbed reappears; this is at the North-East end of the ‘Golf Club Piece’.

