Cross Lane site

The Cross Lane site covers ## acres, although a substantial proportion of this area is impassable in character.  It lies between the blind South end of Cross Lane Wallasey and the Junction 1 Area.

This site has been formed from landfill which is mostly building refuse.  In contrast with  the substrate of the Bidston Moss Main site, this substrate material is not greatly liable to settlement or outgassing.  The land was passed over to lease by the Forestry Commission as part of the same agreement as for the Bidston Moss Main site

The layout consists of a wooded mound surrounded on three sides by an old river bed densely occupied by reeds and containing a small stream.  There is one surfaced road/track, leading between the Cross Lane entrance and a specially-constructed narrow metal causeway which crosses the riverbed and leads out onto the Junction 1 Area.  This path  continues as a distinct hard-surfaced track across the J1 Area to the footbridge leading onto the Bidston Moss Main site.  There are also numerous unsurfaced paths on the upper part of the Cross Lane site, which are open to the public for walking (they are mostly rather too narrow for cycling to be convenient and safe). 

The soil used in building the Cross Lane site has been deeper and richer than that used for the Bidston Moss Main site, and this is reflected in the types of trees and their growth.  There are a wide number of types, some deliberately planted and others naturally established or persisting from earlier use of the land, including some apple trees.  There are plenty of conifers.  Rates of growth are said to have been faster than for corresponding tree types on the Bidston Moss Main site.  

On reaching the South West corner of the site the old river bed bends to run parallel to the main A554 Wallasey Approach Road dual carriageway.  The stream then turns again to pass through a culvert under the road (it reappears on the other side of the road in a continuation of the old riverbed, on land adjoining Bidston Golf Course).  There is a surfaced footpath set back from the road margin and running along the top of the embankment of this part of the old riverbed. 

At the head of Cross Land there is a ‘cut out’ shape in the smooth outline boundary of the site, which is occupied by a fenced-off hard-surfaced area established by the vehicle-hire firm at the head of Cross Lane.  This was originally designated as an extension car park for the firm, but also serves as a firm base for a small on-shore wind farm (5 turbines).

