Bidston Moss (‘Main’) site

This site has several names, including ‘Bidston Moss’, ‘Bidston Moss Main’ and the ‘Bidston Moss Community Woodland’.  It is the largest (38 acres) of the four sites managed by the Forestry Commission at  Bidston Moss.  It lies behind the Wirral Borough Council Household Waste Recycling Centre on Wallasey Bridge Road, on land which many local people remember as ‘Bidston Tip’.  On a modern map of North Wirral it is conspicuous for its characteristic bulbous shape and the inclusion of a largish lake (around 7.5 acres) at the head of the line of the Wirral docks.

The site has arisen from an initiative to reuse ground formerly used for storing and burning household waste.  The addition of waste ceased in #### and after deliberation it was decided to fence off the land, cover it with a cap of topsoil, and seek a positive use for the land, bearing in mind that the ground would not be stable enough for building-upon.  In the outcome this land, along with that of the other three sites, was leased to the Forestry Commission for a period of 99 years.  This agreement expected that after initial soil-settlement and toxicological testing the pubic would be allowed to use the land as a recreational resource as is usual for Forestry Commission sites elsewhere.  The capping of the site included pipework for collecting methane gas released from the incompletely-burnt refuse beneath, and for preventing  possibly-contaminated groundwater from flowing from the site into nearby waterways.  Read about these arrangements elsewhere on this website.

The site consists of several zones.  The innermost zone, accounting for most of the area, is the hill formed from the original refuse tip with its soil cap.     This is circled completely at its foot by a further zone : a band of level land providing the footing for the Ring Road : a 2-lane surfaced roadway used occasionally by service vehicles.   Outside of the Ring Road lies the Lake zone, and running round most of the site is a band of decorative shrubbery chosen by the Forestry Commission and its agents; this shrubbery screens from sight a ring of high-security steel fencing which encloses the whole site.  For more details, see the map at $$$$$.

The Lake had an earlier use in regulating the level of water in the nearby docks.  The central area of the Lake is of substantial depth, no doubt in order to provide a large volume of water for the earlier regulation use.  The concrete embankment retaining the water remains as the South-East shore of the Lake.  In its present-day form the Lake is fresh water.

The long South-West side of the site looks down into a shallow valley in which our little local river, the Birket, runs for its final canalized course down to Birkenhead docks.  Running alongside it is the Merseyrail electric railway, so that public safety requires this area to be enclosed in high-security fencing.

There are two official access points for entering or leaving the site.  The Main Entrance is from Wallasey Bridge Road, reached by progressing up a wide surfaced footpath running along the North-East edge of the Recycling Plant.  Management of this path and its borders is the responsibility of Wirral Borough Council, who have provided a litter bin at the main-road end and signage for cyclists (who are thus invited to cross the site to join up with Cycle Route 56).  The entrance path is not intended for motor vehicles, which are prohibited on Forestry Commission lands, and there is a deliberate narrowing of the path at the public-road end to prevent entry by normal-width motor vehicles.  The other access point is at the opposite extreme of the site.  It is via a newish concrete footbridge, which has replaced a former stepped iron footbridge over the Merseyrail New Brighton railway line.  This footbridge provides 3-way access between the Site, the area of the Junction 1 roundabout of the M53, and a public footpath leading to the nearby ‘Wallacre’ playing field (alongside Mosslands School), and onwards into suburban Wallasey.  More details about these connections will be provided in a separate (forthcoming) section of this website.

On the central raised zone of the site there are numerous tracks and paths, all open to the public for walking or cycling.  These tracks are also used occasionally by vehicles undertaking service activities for the Forestry Commission,  and by agencies responsible for servicing the underground pipes and taps concerned with management of methane and groundwater.

On the raised area of the site the Forestry Commission  have planted large numbers of trees.  These are arranged informally in groups and bands, with substantial areas deliberately set aside from planting to remain as rough meadowland, providing visitors chances to spot wild flowers and to enjoy longer views.  The trees established have been predominantly small or medium-sized quick-growing types, such as Birch, Alder, Rowan and Sycamore.  The only large long-lived slow-growing types present in number are Willows, some Ash, and a very few Oaks.  There are almost no conifers.  Most of the trees now stand at about 5-7 metres in height.  Reeds are abundant around the margins of the Lake and also in the meadows on the North West slope of the site  In the road border there are some more attractive and uncommon species, including Hazel and Guelder Rose.

At the lakeside, on the North-West and North-East margins there are dense bands of reeds.  The Lake attracts many waterfowl, including swans, geese, ducks, gulls, coots and cormorants.  Some of these are more or less permanently resident (although often hidden in the reed beds); others are transient or regular visitors.  Within the water there are carp, eels and other fish.  The reedy margins have their own abundant animal life, including dragonflies, but mercifully there are not any appreciable numbers of midges or other biting insects.  In the East corner there is a small separate pond, provided to offer safer prospects for pond-dipping activities.  

There will be more information about the wildlife in the forthcoming ‘Wildlife’ section of this website. 

